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> In military strategy, a chokepoint is a
narrowgeographical feature, either on land (such

as avalley, defile or a bridge) or at sea (such as a
strait)through which an armed force is forced to
passwith a narrow front, thereby greatly reducing
itscombat power and allowing a numerically
inferiordefender to successfully defend its
position, oreven annihilate an attacker unable to
bring hissuperior numbers to bear.
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2 Anne Korin, Gal Luft, Terrorism Goes to Sea,
Foreign Affairs, Nov/Dec 2004

(www.cfr.org/world/terrorism-goes-to-sea/p7545)

© World Oil Transit Chokepoints, US
Energylnformation Administration

www.eia.gov/countries/analysisbriefs/World-Oil-
Transit-Chokepoints/wotc.pdf
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Y World Oil Transit Chokepoints, US Energy
Information Administration
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Q In the light of the recent military successes of
the Mujahideen in Irag, we hope that oil supplies
to western countries from northern Iraq would
seriously decline.

b Ibid. (Oil from Abgaiq is also transported to the
Ras Tanura Terminal on the East Coast. An at-

tempted attack on the oil pipeline feeding the Ras

Tanura Terminal was foiled in 2001.)
> Ibid.
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58 It is worth noting that in June 2002, a group
of Mujahideen were arrested in Morocco for plot-

ting attacks on western shipping in the Straits of

Gibraltar.
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Y The Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), a 25
nation naval coalition to counter ‘terrorism’in the

Arabian Ocean, Persian Gulf, the Gulf of Aden
and the Red Sea is also based in Bahrain (at
Manama). The CMF comes under the purview of
the US Naval Forces, Central Command.
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